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M near, * cordially beloved friends, —— the 


preſent I have no. new thing, nor any chng elſe co declare 
unto you, then whas you ha 
our deac brethren, the — — bebe. 
— — few . — a 
ra en our pecullar One another, 
that whereby we are o ola mad 3 — of another. 
Ob! bleed be tha Lord, who th A 


infinite mercy, bath made lo font len that from which 
the world 7 7 5 — 22 to wii) che 
— his holy. eternal ſpirit wer in us, 
which we could have ag ooh 6 day — ——_— 
— in the dayes of qur ignorance, alienated from him, in 

the time of our nakedneſſe and miſery, but he often revived his 
own ſpirit, — Ea: ar our — to the ＋ 

vin , us, for our ome 
— — of our hearts; yg —& — he 


12 alone fo, bus 
in a manner con- 


when our hearts have in a manner conſented to the evil, and 
our minds in ſome — captivated by the enemy, yea, he 
himſelf in ſuch a time, I ſay, hath kept us from the evil, when 
we our ſelves, nor no man elſe could not preſerve us. And in 
this manner hath he thus very meckly handled wich us, when we 


daily refiſted his ſpirit through diſobedience, and when, and 


that almoſt perpetually , works were brought forth which 
grieved his ſpirit, nevertheleſſe through his unſpeakable mer- 
cy hath he as it were loaked aver them things, and hath 
reached over them to his own ſeed, and hath ſought co 
raiſe and revive that, and bath tenderly nurtured and che- 
riſhed ir, as a mother nurtures her child, or as 3 hen her 


chickens, 
A 2 And 


44 

And now oh — © > 024 even chuſe us as the firſt 
Cruics,from among ſo many thouſands,yea ten thouſands, which 
are yet walking in the enmity, and alienated from him that 
gives them breath and life, and who hath born with them 
. Until this very day, againſt which they have heaped up a 
treaſure of wrath through their diſobedience and o > 
in which condition they are often cut off, and ſo rewar 
ed according to their work, And if the Lord had dealt fo 
wich us, how could we have accuſed himꝰnay in the depth of our 
miſery muſt we have juſtified his Judgmenis, But oh! how con. 
trarily, yea how facherly, how gently, and how graciouſly hath 
he dealt wich us? what tongue with words can declare the 
ſame? oh the depth of his mercy, and unſpeakable goodnefle / 
yea, the conſideration of the ſame doth ſo overcome the hearts 
of his children, that often times « cannot expreſſe that 
which they ſee and feel that the Lord hath done for them, 
and now through the ſame love and free grace bath he cal- 
led us our of the world, and feparated us from .the ſame 
through his power, which in a great meaſure bath redeem- 
ed us from the fame in —— both inwardly and out- 
wardly, and having ſhewed opened unto us a place of 
holineſſe, in which, as we abide, we (hall be kept — — 
from the world. And all, all this, hath the done 
for our good, that he might have cauſe to manifeſt his love the 
more unto us, and to make uy partakers of his. heavenly. ver- 
tues, yea, of his fulneſſe, of his love, peace, joy, conſolation, 
and gladneſſe in his holy ſpirit, of his long ſuffering loving 
kindneſſe, forbearance and mercy, yea in ſhort to make us parta- 
Lers of his own nature. l nn 
And many who have taken to heart chls acceptable day of 
friendly viſitation, and time of great mercy; and have eſteemed 
the day of grace more precious than all that is in the world, 
yea, than their own life, and who alſo bave continued ſtedfaſt 
in che time of ciyal, for ſo certainly as the Lord hath ordained 
a gracious and merciful day of viſitation, - ſo aſſuredly bath 
he prepared atime of trial; and l fay; theſe that have continued 
ſtedfaſt in the ſame, and the ſame have been confirmed 
in the Lord, oh how well is la wich them, yea, how well is ic 
wich ſuch > but on the contrary, thoſe who have not regarded 
the 


* 
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the day of viſitation, which EP for their good, but have de. 
ſpiſed the ſame, and careleſly have let it paſſe by, not ſufficienc- 
ly laying to heart their eternal peace, nor conſidering how ten- 
derly Lord hath dealt with them and born with them, 
and how fatherly he hath cared for them; yea, if ir had b:en 
poſſible,” and that they had been worthy, he would have con- 
firained .them co have entred into his reſt : but alas! they 
looking at the viſibles, and not giving up their old and evil ac- 
cuſtomed life to the Judgment which was ſo near unto them, and 


. ruling in them, ſhunning the Croſs, and following the vain 


imaginations of cheir hearts, and the luſts of the world, and ſo 
have let the day of theic vifitation, which was out of love uns 
to them, paſſe over their heads. Oh! in what a miſerable con- 
dition have they remained, and what a precious thiug have they 
negle&ed ? but yet a greater miſery is to be obſerved, which is 
come over ſome ſuch which bave not abſolutely refuſed the day 
and time of their gracious viſitation, but embraced the ſame 
with joy, being powerfully convinced of the truth of God. in 
their own conſciences, that all chat the Lord wrought in them 
and for them, was for their good; for whoſe preſervation the 


Lord even ſought to do what be knew needtul to be done, yea, 


even as for us z whereby they have alſo been conſtrained to for- 
ſake much for the truths ſake, and have been ſometimes a good 
ſavour to the ſame, and their ſervicee was once before theLord not 
very unacceptable, ſo long as they remained lictle before him, and 
and litile in their own eyes, when their hearts were broken and 
tender, and when they were ſingle before the Lord, and given 
up to his will, and. ſo long as they did not turn their eye back- 
ward, but remained diligently waiting in the daily Crofle, and 
in the love of the ſame, and when they had put on the ſame 
a3 a-garment, and as a breaſt-plate before their breaſt, and as a 
girdle upon their loyns, had girded it, in wbich time of their 
tenderneſſe and fruicfulnefſe, the Lord faund cauſe to manifeſt 
his large love unto them, and very much open ſome of them, 
and enlighten the eyes of their underſtandings, and gave them 
knowledge*and wiſdome, and in a great meaſure gifted them 
with authority and courage, even to the admiration of cheic 
enemies, who bad ſought to provoke them to refiſt that truth 
which they bore teſtimony of, but often had the power over 
chem, 


_ (6) 
thera, yea, to tread upon the'i ed wiſdome of rhe wiſe as 
upon dung, and to ſing the ſong of criumplbover them; theſe 
and many more remarkable things hath the Lord to 
- paſſe concerning them, and often in fach a condition hath 
he made them ſenfible of his grace and mercy, of his kindnefſe 
and love, of conſolation and refruſhment, yea, in ſhort, of:the 
powers and-vertues of the world to come; withour' end, and of 
the eveifaſting Judgment, ſo that one might ask, what hath not 
the Lord done for. them? or what harł the Lord omitted to do, 
that he ſnould have done for them ? ſo that it bath not in any 
wiſe been — on the Lord part: but alas l now when they 
lad gotten ſome ne, yet neverthelefſe through the grace of 
God, in ſuch a time When they were as fools in their den ey es, 
yea, as ignorant foofs, fiot knowing =y thingz and when they 
were become ſenſible, and pirtakets of ſeveral good gifs in the 
time of their ten derneſſe, and en they were little in their own 
eyes, and when they kept cloſe to the light, and loved the daily 
Croſs ; But oh! pot fedfaſtiy abiding upon the watch in the 
light and fear of the Lbrd, rintil' chat ehe Lord ſhould be plexſed 
to become all in all in them, and until chat he Had y con- 
ſamed him that had the power of death (to wit) Saten, and thu ' 
they might have learned to have known him and all his device, 
ſabtile deceivings, and decelvable 3ppearances z therefore have 
they been through his curnitig ſnares and ſubeilties detained, and 
ab an untimely birth, hade not bern brought forth unto life; for 
ab Saran is exceeding cunning, und goes continually about ſeek» 
ing whom he may devour, even ſo he an utter enemy to mans 
peace wich the Lord, and ſeeks upon divers manners how he may 
obſtruct the ſame; yea, even a» the Lord is labouring night and 
day for mans preſervation to judge the evil, and afterwards to 
ſhew mercy, even ſo ii Satan buſie night end day to accompliſh 
that which he hath determined. And although there was a cime 
wherein he could not eaſily ſeduce them, yer did he not defy 

concerning them, but tcok his opportunity, and appeared to 
them when they had taken up ſome reſt in a more glorious form, 
and changed his countenance;as if he had been an angel of light, 
ſeeking to imi / ate in motion and appearance, that which before 
had proceedid through the power from the life, yer, even as the 
Magicians of Egype who through cheit witchcraft could qr 

| . much 
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ly to reprove..or. co jud 
Kals ; bay alas! day's along Da wroy Jem to them, yea too 


(7) 
mach of that,which was done by the power of the Lord, eren ſo 
this deceivable: ſeducer. And on the other hand, even as Iſrael 
throughche wig ty hand of the Lord was redeemed out of Egype, 
forw — 157d — —— be wake things, — 
this being but a little over, and they not imprinting all thoſe things 
which the Lord had done for — in thelr beirts, then were i _- 
ges ſoon made, and Idols ſet up, and then they ſaid,Behold Iſrael, 
theſe.ars thy gods which have brought thee up ont of the land of Egypt; 
andeven ſo was it th them before mentioned, when Sitan had 


drawn their minds from the watch in the light, and they being 


become wiſe in their.own cyes,bearkened to the imaginatlons and 
onus hay rn yn prin Far Gy _ e unto them; 

ves Images of the it gold, ſay ing in their hearts to them, 
theſeare your Gods 3 bus he who is à very jealous God, will not 
have any god ſerved, honoured, nor worſhipped, belides himſelf; 
whoin a time hath manifeſted ſuch unſpeakable grace, mer- 
cy, and goodneſs to them, be beheld this their preſent condition 


with mach E . and heavineſs over them, and ſought 
| in 


much 


wich long ſuffering and tendernefs, to 


warn. them from them, ſometimes y conyincing them - 


of his truth in their own conſciences, and oftentimes making 
them ſenfible of the danger which they are in, in laying their 
heart and condition clearly open before them,ſceking then friend- 

bat which will not be ſubject to his 


heavy, y to che part, and the Croſs was become 
binter, — being — omething remaining ever in them 
— moreified, nor wholly forſaken; and though the ſame 
not y nor have the dominion, while they were 
er before the Lord, loved the Croſs, and abode in the light, 
yet nevertheleſs hath it afterwards encreafed, and is become 
til that it finally did ſufficiently get the dominion again. 
But ob, what hath the Lord born with them? and how graci- 
and mercifully bath he handled with them, and laboured 
wich them for to bring them off ſrom it; yea, how hath he la- 
beured with them, and not alone the Lord, but alfo his Children 
and faithful ſervants, who alſo being conſtrained through love, 
were very diligent in watching over them, for che beſt, asin the 


truch is became them, in much watchſulneſſe, tenderneſſe, and 
wiſdom 


(80 
wiſdom, but their minds being e out thro 1 


of 22 oy! decke 1 «+ Fn 
ane et 4 opened — 

did they * 5 — to the worſt mo that was 
done by thoſe who and uprightly, from their very heart 
feared the Lord, — * their dealing wich them, or towards 
them, or otherwiſe, And when the evil and e eye wat 


opened in them, then did prejudice and hard thoughts creep in 
a their Neighbours, which when it was let in, encreaſed a 
a Canker, and hath done much harm in them, by bereaving them 
of the feeling they once had of the truth of God, and of chem 
that walked in it; and they thus hardning thetr wecken 
the Lord and his precious ſetvants, nor not will: to'remajh 
ſabje& to the Spirit of the Lord in n chemlelyer wh which had creed - 
et firiven wich them to bow them to ſudſektion, nor not be · 
to forſakethat * * was Fd. on to them, which — 
ined In W unmort which having again gotten pow - 
_— ficeng th, he Lord hack Gao cates ftriviog wich 
and hath gh 2 up 2 0 Ives, and tothe on wilh, 
and hath left them to t ver 3, and chi were Lobe 
made veſſels of wrath, notwithflanding the great and unfpeake 
able Icng- r. of n chat. the Lord might manifeſt 
bis ſnefle upon them ;. and ſome of themare 
made rad ſo bd. bang ane lamentable ix ; Whoſe 
miſ⸗ able, and whole recovery is not to be expected. 
Oh 1 above all miſery i much better it had been or them 
— they had never known the truth of God, : 
nd my dear unfeignedly beloved friends, ſeeing it hath 
Clad the Lord, after his fo great and long ſ , forb 2 
and patience, ſo to reveal bis righteouſneſs upon ſome, ar befor 
mentioned, who have not remained in fabjeRion: co his er ' an- 
to the end, 

Oh let this then ſerve as a living example unto us, leftthat any 
of us at any time ſhould be found in the like unbelief and unfaith- 
ſulneſt, and that the Lord therefore ſhould uſe che like righteous 
ſevetity againft ue, which he bath done unto them ; for what 
are we more then they, if our minds ſhould come to be draw 
out, and alienated from the grace of God in our ſelves, whereby 
we hare had ſuch a feeling of che Lord, of his truth, and - 
thole 
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thoſe that walk in the ſame? I 1#y,if chat Satan through his ſub- 
tilty ſhould come to ſcatter our minds from the feeling thereof 
in our ſelves, hat ſhould we then be better then they? but ĩt 
would be mere like that ſuch miſery and wrath ſhoald be ſuffered 
to come upon us, ah come upon chem. 
And now, ſeeing that i is io, that the mind can beſo eaſily 
moved and drawn out from that in which the — con · 
ſiſteth, throu greens manifold temptations, ſnares, drceivable ubtil - 
ties, and fubrile ſeducings of datan, even as its poſſible the moſt 
have found by experience in thetriſdves . Let us therefore keep 
perpetually in the light in our own particulars, heartily — 
embracing, cleaving onto, and uniting our minds to ix ; for that 
ſame chat convine us in the beginning of our ſint and unrigh + 
reotiſneſs, i the ſame chat e end us to the end, for in the 
lame tv lite, mercy; and feuer and being preſerved ho - 
my in the ſame — the vertues of eternal 
life, as they are in Chriſt Jeſus; I 1 the light hath the 
Lord opened our underftandings, and in ehe Ay ed have we (cen 
and felt che ſulneſs of grace; and th — 
able mercy of che Lord is ich every morgi 
rene ved to his ee rhe wii; 175 in hs fear, and in i 
— do wait alling upon 9855 in his praying, 

yſing, and t ning of kim for his unſpeakable love, grace 
and mercy whi often and abundantly hath manitefted 
to them; They are oſten overcome in themſelves, and 
corfirained to humble ' _ beſore the Lord, in true ten- 


ity, ahd leber of their hearts, 
from the botrom of the me, to glori ly Name. 


Oh, my friends, bow doth my foul r youreſtabliſh- 
mentin the truth, according to . — 
neſſe of heart, and afrer your fimplicky, ſingleneſſe Sagianelte and tender- 
neſſe before the Lord ? that you might be exalted and eftabliſhed 
above all chat which would ariſe co — 4 — in your 
precious rimning and holy intent, that you th 2828 be 
found fiedfait and diligent, keeping your watch in the light, 
_ who goes about ci at a roaring L of vr p 
be mght devowe, might weer have cauſe through any of his ſub- 
tſicies chroagh deceit, to trap or enſnare any of you, and that 
before you your ſelverbe — it, or by bringing one * 


(10 

ot other into your hearts, N to trouble and ditab you, 
and to ſpend your time, and through ſuch occaſions may ſeek to 
draw your minds from the and from watching in the 
ſame, even as he hath done with ſome who had neglected the 
3 72 _ 3 2 
vin of ait 4 [7 7 avin Ac. 
— that which rp arty they had gathered, and 
— loſt — which once they — ſe:.ſible of, ſo with the 

E to his vomit again, and with the Sow that Was waſbed, 
- wallwing in the mere gain, and that after they were in mea 

ure wa ed. 

And though in the beginning of their Apoſtacy and degenc- 
ration they gave credic unto Satan, who tro make them 
believe, or rather to imagine, that they 
they were before, nor then the of the Lord, but that 
they ſhould be more perſe&, and b. berter, bolier, perfe&- 
er, fiopler, uprighter and faichfuller then theſs who ſimply 
wa ked in the trù h, and more eftabliſhed in it ; but finally, it 
became manifeſt what Satan was determined todo with = | 


wh uy nd my 2 they could hide that no long er 
which was — when that came to — 
out which they had ry = al 1 ſecretly hidden. 

Oh that Satan ſhould ever all over any: and now that 
the like not come to — 9 222 yet 


ſenſible of the grace of God in bur ſelves, og al 
and unchan e truth in our own particulats, cars my 
heart ſo often turned to the Lord, and forth befure him, 
praying for the ſalvation of ./ſrael, and for all in ſr: that are 
of a tender and broken heart, that Satan might not in any wiſe 
bereave them of cheir ſimplicity in the li wy or of their tender- 
neſſe ta the truth; yea; becauſe of this, for the truths ſake, is my 
life often poured forth before the phe ighty Father, praying and 
interceding in much travel, ſweating and waking, nude and day, 
that Boks Lond might be be glee his an«xpreflible grace 
and fatherly mercy, to that which Stan hath pucpoſed 
and determined; for this I may ſa y plalaly, he hath not — cea* 
ſed,. nelcher hah he yer deſpaired, ne ther is be who is 

ſer of the brethren, caſt oui of all, but goes yet about, as 4 — 
ring Lion, ſeeking whons he may divour. Oh therefore my dearly 


(11 

beloved and preticus Friends, is by exceeding needſul to keep 
our hearts perpetually in the light, upon the watch, to the Lord 
in openneſs and ſimplicity, that nothing but the Loid alone, 
and his work and truth might have the poſſeſſion in our 
hearts? 20 | 

And wharſcey. r Satan ſhould propound, or ſeek to make you 
believe, thereby to take an occaſion to draw out your minds 
from the ligha, and from the grace of God in your (elves, regard 
him not, nor look not at his temptations nor enticements, nei- 
ther unite your minds unto the ſame, for otherwiſe you mightbe 
enſnared before you were aware; bu look upon the Lord and 
his light, which manifefts his temptations, and joyn you unto 
the ſame, for therein is the preſervation and ſalvation, and in 
the ſame ts there power enough to preſe, ve you from the tempra- 
tions, that you be not overcome with the ſame, nor with the ſub · 
= ſubtiltles of the enemy, much leſs th. t you ſhould periſh in 
—_— 

And ſo my Friende, keep cloſe to the Lord in your own con- 
ditions, and do not cafily let in auy thoughts againſt any, or 
concerning any matter, for thereby might you. conje eaſily ro 
negle& the watch in the light, whereby che enemy might ſtek 
an occaſion to draw cut yuur minds fromthe light, to ali- 
enate you from it, and then ſh uld he have an opportunity to 
per ſect his work, which he would — 3 and if 
th, ariſe, what ſort ſoever they are, or whatſoever happen, 
or things ſoever are brought into your Minds, well, be cir- 
cumfpe@in all things, and be not too forward in any thing, neĩ- 
cher give too much place too ſuddenly to any thing in the mind, 
for thereby ſome have ſuffered loſs, 45 what ſoever appeares or 
comes up, receive it Nr but bring it to the Hght of 
the Lord hr it may be thereby weighed and tried.” And if any thing 
at any time be found in any of you, by the light of the Lord not to be 
pure. not to roceed from the liſe, warch againſt it, and give it no place 
but judg it out with the ground from whence ir proceeds, and tread 
ic under your feet; for if you ſhould be ſlick in wholly forſaking of it, 
in judging of it in the ground, and not preſently to reject it, after that 
it is through the grace uf God opened and ſheweq to you not to be of 
him, nor of his Spirit, but to be a deceivable temptation of the enemy; 
and yer never the leſs, 1 ſay, through negligence and — 
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